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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE8064 May 15, 2001 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Tuesday, May 15, 2001 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DUNCAN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 15, 2001. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN J. 
DUNCAN, Jr., to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 802. An act to authorize the Public 
Safety Officer Medal of Valor, and for other 
purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 39. An act to provide a national medal 
for public safety officers who act with ex-
traordinary valor above and beyond the call 
of duty, and for other purposes. 

S. 166. An act to limit access to body 
armor by violent felons and to facilitate the 
donation of Federal surplus body armor to 
State and local law enforcement agencies. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 106–554, the 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, and upon the recommenda-
tion of the Majority Leader, appoints 
the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
HAGEL) to the Board of Directors of the 
Vietnam Education Foundation. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 100–696, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic 
Leader, announces the appointment of 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) 
as a member of the United States Cap-
itol Preservation Commission, vice the 
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN). 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2001, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-

ties, with each party limited to 30 min-
utes, and each Member, except the ma-
jority leader, the minority leader, or 
the majority whip limited to 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) for 5 min-
utes. 

f 

LINDA SHENWICK 
Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, having 

some concern by the recent UN votes 
that denied the United States a seat on 
both the Human Rights Commission 
and the Narcotics Trafficking Commis-
sion, many of my colleagues are again 
questioning how the U.S. should ap-
proach its participation in the United 
Nations. 

In reality, while there is sufficient 
reason to assess blame on certain func-
tions within the UN, we should also 
look to our own government. In 1999, 
during the State Department author-
ization debate, I brought to the atten-
tion of my colleagues the treatment of 
a dedicated State Department em-
ployee, Ms. Linda Shenwick. 

Ms. Shenwick is an exemplary public 
servant, having served in the United 
States mission to the United Nations 
handling personnel and budget issues. 
She quickly carved out a reputation for 
diligence and hard work. 

She earned three consecutive out-
standing ratings and a promotion to 
the Senior Executive Service. Ms. 
Shenwick’s reputation earned the re-
spect of other UN member states re-
sulting in her election to serve on the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions in 1991 and 
again then in 1993. 

In her position she repeatedly found 
evidence of deliberate waste, fraud and 
mismanagement at the UN. Her re-
ports, however, were largely ignored by 
the previous administration. 

Without recourse to address these in-
cidents on her own, Ms. Shenwick 
began notifying key Members of Con-
gress regarding her discoveries. As a 
result of her work, Congress forced the 
UN to create an Office of Inspector 
General to end such fraud and mis-
management. 

So how was one of the most valuable 
civil servants rewarded? Certain gov-
ernment officials and department em-
ployees embarked on a campaign to 
sabotage her career. 

Ms. Shenwick has endured false accu-
sations, unsubstantiated poor perform-
ance reviews, and the ultimate and, I 
believe, illegal removal from govern-
ment service. 

I would like to point out, Mr. Speak-
er, to my colleagues that when former 
Secretary Madeline Albright refused to 
renominate Ms. Shenwick to the UN 
Budget Committee, negating 5 years of 
experience with the Byzantine UN 
budgetary bureaucracy, the U.S. ended 
up losing its seat on the Budget Com-
mittee for the next 4 years. 

In all honesty, I do not think we 
would be seeing current problems at 
the U.S. mission if we had more em-
ployees like Linda Shenwick. Ms. 
Shenwick is a person that believes in 
the United Nations and wants to serve 
to bolster the influence of the United 
States and to strengthen the organiza-
tion as a whole. 

The problems of waste, fraud and 
mismanagement have been highlighted 
by most of my colleagues here on the 
House floor over the years. 

Why, then, do we not insist that the 
Department of State staff the U.S. mis-
sion with those individuals who know 
where to look for these problems and 
have the courage and have the dedica-
tion to serve and to report them to 
Congress? 

Ms. Shenwick should be reinstated to 
her former position, reimbursed for her 
personal expenses, and we should have 
her personnel files expunged of any un-
satisfactory reviews or other false evi-
dence to justify those reviews. 

I will be sending a letter to President 
Bush requesting reinstatement of Ms. 
Shenwick so the United States can 
again benefit from her expertise, her 
diligence, and highly exemplary serv-
ice. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also introducing a 
concurrent resolution to the same ef-
fect. I hope my colleagues will join 
with me in signing this letter to the 
President and also cosponsor my legis-
lation. 

f 

ENERGY CONSERVATION SHOULD 
BE FOUNDATION OF OUR NA-
TIONAL POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized 
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, my 
goal in Congress is for the Federal Gov-
ernment to be a better partner with in-
dividual citizens, their State and local 
governments; our communities more 
livable, our families safe, healthy and 
economically secure. 
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